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years, and quite as confident that he would succeed in the
task, Dr. Draper retired from the service of the Society at
the close of the year 1886. Unfortunately for himself, he
had accumulated so vast a flood of material that at last it
was beyond his control, and although ever hopeful of soon
commencing in earnest, he could but contemplate his work
with awe. He thenceforth made no important progress.

“8till puttering,” he often mournfully replied. when I
would inquire as to what he was doing; but his countenance
wouid at once lighten as he cheerfully continued, *“ Well,
I'm really going to commence on George Rogers Clark in a
few days, as soon as I hear from the letters I sent to Ken-
tucky this morning; but I am yet in doubt whether I ought
to have a Boston or a New York publisher: what is your
judgment ?” It was ever the same story —always plan-
ning, never doing. For this Society he was one of the
most practical of men, and his persistent energy was re-
warded by almost phenomenal success: but our work was
pressing; in his own enterprises he could wait— till at last
he waited too long.

On the 15th of August, 1891, the doctor suffered a para-
Iytic stroke, which was the beginning of the end. Never-
theless, when partially recovered, he bravely returned to
his desk, still confident that his projected series of a dozen
huge biographies would yet leap from his pen when he was
at last ready. So, full of hope, though physically feeble. he
toiled on until again paralysis laid him low, and on the
26th of August he passed quietly to the hereafter, his great
ambition unattained, his Carcasonne unreached. Death
had rung down the curtain on this tragedy of a life’s
desire.

Short and slight of stature, Dr. Draper was a bundle of
nervous activity. Almost to the last, his seventy-six
years sat easily on his shoulders. Light and rapid of step,
he was as agile as many a youth, despite the fact that
he was seldom in perfect health. His delicately-cut feat-
ures, which exhibited great firmness of character and the

powers of intense mental concentration, readily brightened
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